
 

 

   
 

 
 

Congressional Briefing on SDPI - March 12, 2014 
 

On Tuesday, March 12, the office of Congressman Tom Reed (R-NY) and the National Indian Health 
Board (NIHB) held a briefing on the Special Diabetes Program for Indians (SDPI). As you may recall, 
SDPI is set to expire on September 30, 2014.  We have a critical opportunity to have this program 
renewed by March 31, when Congress must renew the Medicare Extender legislation that is typically the 
legislative vehicle for SDPI. 
 
The panel of speakers consisted of Tekisha Dwan Everette with the American Diabetes Association, 
Mickey Peercy (Choctaw Nation) speaking for NIHB, Christina Jimerson from the Seneca Nation and 
Curt Oltmans with Novo Nordisk. The panelists addressed the room and delivered testimony regarding 
SDPI. The meeting was also attended by Congressman Reed who spoke of the impact diabetes has had 
in his own life and members of his family. NIHB board member Andrew Joseph Jr. (Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation) was also in attendance and offered remarks about the critical impact 
SDPI has had on his Tribe.    
 
Each panelist spoke to the prevalence of diabetes in American Indian/Alaska Native communities, key 
results SDPI has delivered since the program’s inception, and the level of urgency surrounding SDPI 
funding renewal. There were, however, very unique and important assessments brought forward by each 
speaker.  
 
Everette pointed to the fact that every 17 seconds someone in the United States is diagnosed with 
diabetes, meaning in the amount of time she spoke, 17 people will be diagnosed with diabetes. Everette 
also brought attention to an important fact about SDPI. “Given the competitive nature of the grant 

process, it takes months for IHS to 
issue funding announcement, review 
the grant applications, process the 
awards, and get the funding into the 
hands of tribes so they can continue 
the great work of the program come 
October 1.” 
a 
Peercy equated the problem of 
uncertainty looming over SDPI 
programs regarding funding to the 
kind of stress Congressional staffers 
would feel when their bosses are 

facing a tough reelection. Peercy bluntly stated, “Failure to renew this program won’t mean that there is 
a temporary discontinuation of the program, but will mean that it this program and the important gains it 
has made to reverse diabetes in Indian Country will be gone.  Not closed for a little while - gone.” 
 



 

Jimerson highlighted the success Seneca Nation has had with a Diabetes Prevention Program achieved 
through SDPI, which prevents many cases of Type II diabetes in their community. “The Diabetes 
Prevention Program aims to prevent diabetes and focuses on those individuals who are pre-
diabetic…The program works with such individuals, both in a classroom setting and on a one-on-one 
basis to help patients avoid developing diabetes by promoting exercise, weight loss and eating healthy. 
Our supportive staff provides participants with the guidance they need to succeed.” 
 
Oltmans underscored the cost saving nature of SDPI and the implications such reductions have for the 
overall federal healthcare system as well as the work that Novo Nordisk has done with the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe. “Today, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe is creating a sustainable prevention and education 
program for the community to reverse the alarming rate of diabetes. This is just the beginning.” 
 


